THE   REBUILDING   OF  LONDON
several generations had been seeking to make London a city
worthy of its own status was easily inflamed, and, under the
patronage of Charles himself, the movement for reform rapidly
gained ground. To such, the Fire was a golden opportunity,
and, by a chance which rarely favours the cause of reform,
those most nearly concerned also supported the idea of an
improvement. More accustomed to the state of affairs, and
not in the least ready to sacrifice their money to gratify the
tastes of others, the citizens were influenced by the need for
additional wharves, to favour a scheme which promised to
satisfy their utmost demands at a minimum cost to themselves.
In consequence the Thames Quay was at once incorporated in
all the important plans for the rebuilding. Two of the parties
in the Commons mentioned by Oldenburg, the radical re-
formers and the moderates, were anxious to see it carried out,
and in the draft plan agreed between the City and the Privy
Council it was accepted and given a depth of eighty feet from
the river northwards. From the Tower to the Temple the river
was to be flanked by a broad open space, embellishing London
with a fair, paved quay, fringed with dignified houses,
guaranteeing swift and immediate access to any fire in the
lanes below Thames Street, and giving ample landing room for
goods and passengers. Opposition came only from those who
were anxious to sacrifice all improvements to gain a swifter
rebuilding. Yet in spite of this almost universal support, and
in spite of the fact that the City favoured it, the project failed so
completely that to-day no trace of it remains, and even its
history is confused.
Part of this confusion has been caused by the wording of
the two Rebuilding Acts, and part by lack of adequate records.
The first Act, which might have been expected to make
provision for a scheme supported by all parties, did not even
give it direct mention. Instead, a brief clause enacted that
*noe House Outhouse or other building whatsoever (Cranes
and Sheds for the present use onely excepted) shall be built or
erected within the distance of Forty foote of such part of any
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